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Prehistory of Echo Canyon, Summit County Utah 

By Mark Stuart 

 Salt Lake Valley has often been called the “Cross Roads of the West” and rightly so.  It is a place where 

people and cultures of all Nations and have come together and mingled.  If Salt Lake is the Cross Roads of the 

West then Echo Canyon is the “Gate way to the West” as most who came to the Valley traversed it’s path.  

Echo Canyon has a long and fascinating history beginning with the Fur trade, The Immigrants, the Pony 

Express, the Telegraph, the Railroad and finally the modern Interstate Highway.   It still plays an important 

transportation and communications route today (Figure 1). 

 Most people believe that the history of Echo Canyon begins with the coming of the Anglo-Europeans 

in the 1820’s but long before the Canyon was used by animals and people as corridor between the Great Basin 

and the Northwestern Plains of Wyoming for thousands of years before written history.  This unwritten history 

has been documented by over 25 known prehistoric sites in the Echo Canyon area.   Many of these are multi-

component sites meaning they are good places to camp and were intermittently occupied for thousands of 

years. 

This story begins ca. 12,000 years ago at the end of the Pleistocene Ice age as ancient Lake Bonneville 

was slowly shrinking to become the modern Great Salt Lake.  Herds of Wooley Mammoths, Giant Bison, Musk 

Ox, Saber Tooth Tigers, Camels and Horses regularly moved between Lake Bonneville and the Wyoming Plains 

via Echo Canyon.  Following these animals were nomadic Paleo Indians who hunted these animals for food.   

Only one Paleo-Archaic site has been recorded in Echo Canyon.  It is a small scatter of lithic flakes containing a 

biface knife and a large Great Basin Stemmed Projectile point (Figure 2 top row).  Paleo Indian sites are 

identified by large un-notched fluted and/or stemmed lanceolate projectile points used as spears and knives.  

The Paleo period lasts from ca. 11.000 to 8.000 BC.  Numerous Paleo sites are known along the Old River Bed 

and the Gilbert shoreline of Lake Bonneville 50 miles to the west. 

By 10.000 years ago all of the mega fauna of the Ice Age had become extinct and the climate was much 

like todays.  This led to major adaptive shifts in settlement, subsistence and technology of the Native 

Americans.  Food choices expanded as seeds become important indicated by the presence of grinding stones.  

Fluted and Stemmed projectile points are replaced with large side-notched (early) and corner-notched dart 

points.  Baskets used for containers also are common.  This time is known as the Archaic which lasts from ca. 

8.000 BC to 200 AD.  Seven Archaic sites have been found in Echo Canyon and are marked by the presence of 

grinding stones, roasting hearths and large side-notched (Figure 2 middle row) and corner-notched (Figure 2 

bottom row) projectile points used with an Atlatl or throwing stick.   Many of the large butchering tools (Figure 

4) made of local quartzite may belong to this period.  Archaic sites in Echo Canyon have been found in both 

rock shelters and open sites. 

The Formative period (200-1350 AD) is marked by the widespread adoption by Archaic peoples of corn 

horticulture, pottery and bow and arrow technology.  The adoption of horticulture led to a more sedentary life 

style with pit house villages occupying good agricultural lands on the eastern shores of the Great Salt Lake.  

The Formative or Fremont as it is called in Northern Utah also marks an increase in long distance trade with 

Pacific Ocean shells and lithic materials being widely circulated.  Large amounts of obsidian from Southeast 

Idaho and Wyoming are found on Great Salt Lake Fremont sites west of the Wasatch Mountains.  It appears 

from archaeological evidence that much of this chert was obtained via Echo Canyon.  The Great Salt Lake 

Fremont also marks an increase in buffalo hunting.  The only known Buffalo Jump in the State of Utah is just 

over the ridge from the head of Echo Canyon.  This site known as the Woodruff Buffalo Jump is a 30’ foot cliff 



with an additional fall of 45 of talus slope.  At least 85 buffalo were killed and butchered at the site.  No 

diagnostic artifacts were recovered from scientific excavations but hide scrapers of Wyoming tiger chert were 

found.  A radio carbon date of 1335 +/- 90 BP. (615 AD) was obtained from a sample of buffalo bone which 

places the site in the Fremont period.  A second date of 1137 AD. was recently reported by Cannon (2015).  

Only a small portion of this important site has been excavated with much scientific information remaining 

(Shields 1978).  A second Buffalo Jump is rumored to be in Echo Canyon or one of its tributaries but has not yet 

been located and awaits confirmation.  A total of 11 Fremont sites have been located in the Echo Canyon area 

in rock shelters and open sites.  In addition to diagnostic Fremont arrow points (Figure 3 top) 3 sites contained 

Great Salt Lake Gray pottery.  Four Fremont rock art sites have been also identified in the area. 

One site near Echo Canyon contains diagnostic Promontory pottery mixed with Fremont Great Salt 

Lake gray.  The Promontory complex represents an Athabascan (Apache/Navaho) group of Buffalo hunters 

who occupied portions of Northern Utah from ca.1200-1500 AD. corresponding to the end of the Fremont 

period and the beginning of the Late Prehistoric period (1400-1800 AD).  Although animal bone is rare on 

surface sites, not surprisingly the site Promontory contains buffalo remains.  

The Late Prehistoric period marks the end of farming and a return to a nomadic Archaic subsistence 

pattern of hunting and gathering.  It is also the time of the historic Shoshoni peoples who occupied the area at 

the arrival of Anglo-Europeans.  The Late prehistoric period is defined by diagnostic Desert Side-notched and 

Cottonwood Triangular arrow points (Figure 3 bottom) and Intermountain Brown ware pottery.  Sometime 

after 1680 AD the introduction of the horse to Native peoples in the area from the Spanish southwest marks 

another cultural change.  The adoption of the horse facilitated easier movement of Native Americans and an 

increase use of the well- worn trail in Echo Canyon between the Great Salt Lake and the plains of Wyoming.  

This lead to the adoption of many Plains cultural features by the local Shoshoni.  Although Echo Canyon is 

Shoshoni territory, it is known that other Indian groups such as Ute, Crow, Flathead, Arapaho, Sioux, 

Cheyenne, Blackfeet, Goshute and Bannock were frequent users of the Echo Canyon trail.  David Hampshire 

(1998:118) describes a battle between Shoshoni and Ute near the head of Echo Canyon indicating that tribal 

interactions were not always peaceful.    Twelve Late Prehistoric sites have been documented in the Echo 

Canyon area.   Most are small lithic scatters although 4 sites contained Intermountain Brown ware pottery 

marking temporary campsites.  One Late Prehistoric site has been professionally excavated.  Known as the 

Parsnip Canyon site, it is a small open kill of 3-4 buffalo containing butchering tools and small side notched 

arrow points.  A radio carbon date of 550 +/- 80 years (1400 AD) was obtained placing occupation of the site at 

the Promontory/Numic transition.  Obsidian at the site was sourced to Malad and Browns Bench sources in 

southeastern Idaho.  Parsnip Canyon was excavated by Western Wyoming College in advance of pipe line 

construction (Darlington 2000).  One Late Prehistoric line and Groove Plains style rock art site is in the Echo 

area and is of probable Shoshoni origin. 

  In summary, Echo Canyon has been used as a transportation corridor for thousands of years beginning 
with the trails of large Pleistocene mega fauna and then by the Paleo Indians who hunted them.  Next the 
Archaic peoples used the Echo corridor and hunted game in its numerous tributary side canyons.  About the 
time of Christ, the Formative Fremont peoples were frequent visitors to the canyon using it as a passage way 
between their farming villages on the eastern shore of the Great Salt Lake and the Buffalo plains of Wyoming.  
Fremont and Late Prehistoric sites in Echo Canyon show both Great Basin and Plains cultural features.  The 
greatest use of Echo Canyon was during the Late Prehistoric period as both Great Basin and Plains tribes used 
the corridor.  Most of the prehistoric sites in Echo Canyon are lithic scatters and short-term hunting camps 
used during Native American movement through the canyon.  Beginning in the 1820’s Anglo Europeans simply 
followed what was then a well -used trail through the canyon. 
 

References: 

Darlington, David and Dirk Murcray 



2000   Archaeological Investigations at the Parsnip Canyon Site 42SM205, Summit County Utah.   
            Archaeological Services, Western Wyoming College.  Rock Springs. 
 
Hampshire, David, Martha Sonntag Bradley and Allen Roberts 
1998   A History of Summit County.  Utah Centennial County History Series.  Utah State Historical  
            Society.  Salt Lake City. 
 
Shields, W. F. 
1978   The Woodruff Bison Kill.  Miscellaneous Papers No. 21 University of Utah Anthropological 
             Papers No. 99.  University of Utah Press.  Salt Lake City. 
 
Stuart, Mark E. 
Nd.    Various IMACS Site Forms submitted to the Antiquities Section Division of Utah State History 
           On File.  Utah State Historical Society.  Salt Lake City. 
 

Mountain Men and Traders Reading List – Craig Fuller 

Alley, John R., Jr. “Prelude to Dispossession: The Fur Trade's Significance for the Northern Utes and Southern 

Paiutes” Utah Historical Quarterly 50 (Spring 1982). 

Alter, J. Cecil. Jim Bridger, Trapper, Frontiersman, Scout, and Guide. (1951). 

Alter, J. Cecil. “W. A. Ferris in Utah, 1830-1835” Utah Historical Quarterly 9 (January, April 1940). 

Auerbach, Herbert S. “Old Trails, Old Forts, Old Trappers and Traders” Utah Historical Quarterly 9 (January, 

April 1941). 

Berry, Don. A Majority of Scoundrels: An Internal History of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company (1961). 

Camp, Charles L. James Clyman, Frontiersman: The Adventures of a Trapper and Covered-Wagon Emigrant as 

Told in his Own Reminiscences and Diaries (1960). 

Cleland, Robert Glass. This Reckless Bread of Men: the Trappers and Fur Traders of the Southwest (1950). 

Cline, Gloria Griffin. Peter Skene Ogden and the Hudson's Bay Company (1974). 

Clokey, Richard M. William A. Ashley: Enterprise and Politics in the Trans-Mississippi West (1980). 

Davies, K. G., ed. Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journal, 1826-1827 (1961). 

DeVoto, Bernard. The Course of Empire (1952). 

Dick, Everett. Vanguards of the Frontier (1941). 

Dolin, Eric Jay. Fur Fortune and Empire: The Epic History of the Fur Trade in America (2010). 

Estergreen, M. Morgan. Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage (1963). 

Ferris, Warren A. Life in the Rocky Mountains (1940). 

Gaul, R. Wharton. “The Poisonous Beaver of Sick River” Utah Historical Quarterly 30 (Summer 1962). 

Gowans, Fred R. Rocky Mountain Rendezvous (1975). 

Gowans, Fred R., and Eugene E. Campbell. Fort Bridger: Island in the Wilderness (1975). 

Hafen, LeRoy R. “Etienne Provost, Mountain Man and Utah Pioneer” Utah Historical Quarterly 36 (Spring 

1968). 

Hafen, LeRoy R. “Mountain Men Before the Mormons” Utah Historical Quarterly 26 (October 1958). 

Hafen, LeRoy R. The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West 10 vols. (1965-1972). 



Hafen, LeRoy R., and Ann W. Hafen, eds. Rufus B. Sage: His Letters and Papers, 1836-1847; with an Annotated 

Reprint of his Scenes in the Rocky Mountains, and in Oregon, California, New Mexico, Texas, and the Grand 

Prairies (1956). 

Hafen, LeRoy R., and W. J. Ghent. Broken Hand, the Life Story of Thomas Fitzpatrick (1980). Harris, Burton. 

John Colter: His Years in the Rockies (1952). 

Kelly, Charles and Dale L. Morgan. Old Greenwood, the Story of Caleb Greenwood: Trapper, Pathfinder and 

Early Pioneer (1965). 

Kelly, Charles and M. L. Howe. Miles Goodyear, First Citizen of Utah (1937). 

Lavender, David. The First in the Wilderness (1964). 

Miller, David E. “Peter Skene Ogden's Journal of His Expedition to Utah, 1825” Utah Historical Quarterly 20 

(April 1952). 

Miller, David E., ed. “William Kittson's Journal Covering Peter Skene Ogden's 1824-1825 Snake Creek 

Expedition” Utah Historical Quarterly 22 (January 1954). 

Morgan, Dale L. Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West (1964). 

Morgan, Dale L. “Utah Before the Mormons” Utah Historical Quarterly 36 (Winter 1968). 

Morgan, Dale L. “Miles Goodyear and the Founding of Ogden” Utah Historical Quarterly 21 (July 1953). 

Morgan, Dale L. The West of William H. Ashley (1964). 

Morgan, Dale L., ed. The West of William H. Ashley: The International Struggle for the Fur Trade of the 

Missouri, the Rocky Mountains and the Columbia, with expeditions beyond the Continental Divide, recorded in 

the Diaries and Letters of William H. Ashley and contemporaries, 1822-1838 (1964). 

Morrill, A. Reed. “The Site of Fort Robidoux” Utah Historical Quarterly 9 (January-April 1941). 

Oglesby, Richard E. Manuel Lisa and the Opening of the Missouri Fur Trade (1963). 

O'Meara, Walter. Daughters of the Country: The Women of the Fur Traders and Mountain Men (1968). 

Reid, John Phillip. Contested Empire: Peter Skene Ogden and the Snake River Expedition (2002). 

Rich, E. E., ed. Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals, 1824-25 and 1825-26 (1950). 

Robertson, Frank C. Fort Hall: Gateway to the Oregon Country (1963). 

Ross, Alexander. The Fur Hunters of the Far West. Ed by Kenneth A. Spaulding (1956). 

Russell, Carl P. Firearms, Traps and Tools of the Mountain Men (1967). 

Russell, Osborne. Journal of a Trapper or Nine Years in the Rocky Mountains (1921). 

Smith, Alston J. Men against the Mountains: Jedediah Smith and the Southwest Expedition of 18261829 

(1965). 

Sunders, John E. Joshua Pilcher: Fur Trader and Indian Agent (1968). 

Templeton, Sardis W. The Lame Captain: The Life and Adventures of Pegleg Smith (1965). 

Utley, Robert M. A Life Wild and Perilous: Mountain Men and the Paths to the Pacific (1997). 

Van Hoak, Stephen P. “The Other Buffalo: Native Americans, Fur Trappers, and the Western Bison, 1600-1860” 

Utah Historical Quarterly 72 (Winter 2004). 

Weber, David J. The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in the Far Southwest, 1540-1846 (1971). 



Wishart, David J. The Fur Trade of the American West, 1807-1840: A Geographical Synthesis (1979). 

 

Native Americans Reading List - Craig Fuller  

NOTE: The Utah Historical Quarterly is on the internet and free. Google Utah Historical Quarterly then select 

https://heritage.utah.gov/history/quarterly.  Then use the search button The Utah Historical Archives and 

search by title or author. 

A History of Utah's American Indians is also on the internet and free. Google: A History of Utah's American 

Indians. Then select A History of Utah's American Indians—UtahHistorytoGo-gov or Google 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org or https://catalog.hathitrust.org/record/ and select “Full View.” 

 

Allen, James B. and Ted J. Warner “The Gosiute Indians in Pioneer Utah” Utah Historical Quarterly 39 (Spring 

1971) 

Alley, John R. Jr. “Prelude to the Dispossession: The Fur Trade's Significance for the Northern Utes and 

Southern Paiutes” Utah Historical Quarterly 50 (1982). 

Bailey, Paul D. Walkara “Hawk of the Mountain” (1954 

Barney, Gerald D. Mormons, Indians and the Ghost Dane Religion of 1890 (1986). 

Bennion, Israel. “Indian Reminisciences” Utah Historical Quarterly 2 (April 1928). 

Bigler, David L. “The Crisis at Fort Limhi, 1858” Utah Historical Quarterly 35 (Spring 1967). 

Brooks, Juanita. “Indian Relations on the Mormon Frontier” Utah Historical Quarterly 12 (Jan-April 1944). 

Christy, Howard A. “Open Hand and Mailed Fist: Mormon-Indian Relations in Utah, 1847-52” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 46 (Summer 1978). 

Christy, Howard A. “The Walker War: Defense and Conciliation as Strategy” Utah Historical Quarterly 47 (Fall 

1979). 

Conetah, Fred A. A History of the Northern Ute People (1982). 

Crampton, C. Gregory and David E. Miller, eds. “Journal of Two Campaigns by the Utah Territorial Militia 

Against the Navajo Indians, 1869” Utah Historical Quarterly 29 (April 1961) 

Cremony, John C. Life Among the Apaches, 1868 (1983). 

Crum, Steven J. The Road on which We Came: A History of the Western Shoshone (1994). 

Cuch, Forrest S., ed. A History of Utah's American Indians (2000). 

Dale, Edward Everett. The Indians of the Southwest: A Century of Development under the United States 

(1949). 

Delaney, Robert W. The Ute Mountain Utes (1989). 

Egan, Ferol. Sand in a Whirlwind: The Paiute Indian Ward of 1860 (1985). 

Fielding, Robert Kent. The Unsolicited Chronicler An Account of the Gunnison Massacre, Its Causes and 

Consequences, Utah Territory, 1847-1859 (1993). 

Fowler, Don B. and Catherine S. “Notes on the History of the Southern Paiutes and Western Shoshones” Utah 

Historical Quarterly 39 (Spring 1971). 

Gibbs, Josiah F. “Gunnison Massacre-1853-Millard County, Utah-Indian Mareer's Version of the Tragedy-1894” 

Utah Historical Quarterly 1 (July 1928). 



Gottfredson, Peter. Indian Depredations of Utah (1969). 

Harris, Henry, Jr. “The Walker War” Utah Historical Quarterly 39 (Spring 1971). 

Holt, Ronald L. Beneath these Red Cliffs: An Ethnohistory of the Utah Paiutes (1992). 

King, Jeffrey S. “Do Not Execute Chief Pocatello: President Lincoln Acts to Save the Shoshoni Chief” Utah 

Historical Quarterly 53 (Summer 1985). 

Loh, Jules. Lords of the Earth: A History of the Navajo Indians (1971). 

Madsen, Brigham D. Chief Pocatello: The “White Plume” (1986). 

Madsen, Brigham D. “Shoshoni-Bannock Marauders on the Oregon Trail, 1859-1863” Utah Historical Quarterly 

35 (Spring 1967). 

Madsen, Brigham D. The Northern Shoshoni (1980). 

Madsen, Brigham D. The Shoshoni Frontier and the Bear River Massacre (1985). 

McPherson, Robert S. “Paiute Posey and the Last White Uprising” Utah Historical Quarterly 1953 (Summer 

1985). 

McPherson, Robert S. The Northern Navajo Frontier, 1860-1904 (1971). 

McPherson, Robert S. The Northern Navajo Frontier, 1860-1900 Expansion through Adversity (1988). 

Metcalf, R. Warren. “A Precarious Balance: The Northern Utes and the Black Hawk War” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 57 (Winter 1989). 

Miller, David Humphreys. Ghost Dance (1959). 

O'Neil, Floyd A. “An Anquished Odyssey: The Flight of the Utes, 1906-1908” Utah Historical Quarterly 36 

(1968). 

O'Neil, Floyd A. “The Reluctant Suzerainty: The Uintah and Ouray Reservation” Utah Historical Quarterly 39 

(Spring 1971). 

Peterson, Charles S. “The Hopis and the Mormons, 1858-1873” Utah Historical Quarterly 39 (Spring 1971) 

Peterson, John Alton. Utah's Black Hawk War (1998). 

Pettit, Jan. Utes: The Mountain People (1982). 

 

Native American, Fremont Indians - Pula Watkins 

Sagwitch: Shoshone Chieftain, Mormon Elder, 1822-1887,  Christensen, Scott R. (1999) by Paula Watkins  

Newe Hupia: Shoshoni Poetry Songs,   Crum, Beverly and Earl; Dayley, Jon P.  (2001) by Paula Watkins  

Shoshone Ghost Dance Religion: Poetry Songs and Great Basin Context, Vander, Judith   (1997) by Paula 
Watkins  

Basin-Plateau Aboriginal Sociopolitical Groups,   Steward, Julian H   (1938) by Paula Watkins  

 

 

Railroad Transportation – Craig Fuller 

Ambrose, Stephen E. Nothing Like it in the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad, 1863-1869 

(2000). 



Anderson, Bernice Gibbs. “The Driving of the Golden Spike—The End of the Race” Utah Historical Quarterly 24 

(1956). 

Anderson, Bernice Gibbs. “The Gentile City of Corinne” Utah Historical Quarterly 9 (July-October 1941). 

Athearn Robert G. “Contracting for the Union Pacific” Utah Historical Quarterly 37 (Winter 1969). 

Athearn, Robert G. “Opening the Gates of Zion: Utah and the Coming of the Union Pacific Railroad” Utah 

Historical Quarterly 36 (Fall 1968). 

Athearn, Robert G. “Railroad Renaissance in the Rockies” Utah Historical Quarterly 25 (1957). 

Athearn, Robert G. Rebel of the Rockies: A History of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad (1962). 

Athearn, Robert G.  The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, Rebel of the Rockies (1977). 

Athearn, Robert G. “The Independence of the Denver and Rio Grande” Utah Historical Quarterly 26 (January 

1958). 

Athearn, Robert G. Union Pacific Country (1976). 

Athearn, Robert G. “Utah and the Coming of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad” Utah Historical Quarterly 27 

(April 1959). 

Arrington, Leonard J. “The Transcontinental Railroad and the Development of the West” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 37 (Winter 1969). 

Arrington, Leonard J. “Utah's Coal Road in the Age of Unregulated Competition” Utah Historical Quarterly 23 

(January 1955). 

Beal, Merrill D. Intermountain Railroads, Standard and Narrow Gauge (1962). 

Beal, Merrill D. The Utah and Northern Railroad: Narrow Gauge (1980). 

Beebe, Lucius. Narrow Gauge in the Rockies (1960). 

Beebe, Lucius. Rio Grande Mainline of the Rockies (1962). 

Bender, Henry E. Uintah Railway the Gilsonite Route (1970). 

Best, Gerald M. Iron Horses to Promontory (1969). 

Best, Gerald M. “Rendezvous at Promontory: The `Jupiter' and No. 119” Utah Historical Quarterly 37 (Winter 

1969). 

Bishop, M. Guy. “Building Railroad for the Kingdeom: The Career of John W. Young, 1867-91” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 48 (Winter 1980). 

Bolinger, Edward Taylor.  The Moffat Road (1962). 

Carr, Stephen L. Railway Reflections: A Historical Review of Utah Railroads (1999). 

Carr, Stephen L. and Robert W. Edwards. Utah Ghost Rails (1989). 

Dart, Doris R. “Bridge: A Railroading Community on the Great Salt Lake” Utah Historical Quarterly 53 (Winter 

1985). 

Fisher, John S. A Builder of the West: The Life of General William Jackson Palmer (1939). 

Francaviglia, Richard V. Over the Range: A History of the Promontory Summit Route of the Pacific (2008). 

Hafen, LeRoy and Ann W. Hafen. Central Route to the Pacific (1957). 

Hedren, Paul L. “A Footnote to History: The U. S. Army at Promontory Utah, 10 May 1869” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 49 (Fall 1981). 



Hirshon, Stanley. Grenville M. Dodge, Soldier, Politician, Railroad Pioneer (1967). 

Jackson, W. Turrentine. Wagon Roads West: A Study of the Federal Roads and Surveys and Construction in the 

Trans-Mississippi West (1980). 

Johnson, Michael W. “Rendezvous at Promontory: A New Look at the Golden Spike Ceremony” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 72 (Winter 2004). 

Ketterson, F. A., Jr. “Golden Spike National Historic Site: Development at an Historical Reconstruction” Utah 

Historical Quarterly 37 (Winter 1969). 

Klein, Maury. Union Pacific: The Rebirth, 1894-1969 (1989). 

Kotter, Richard E. “The Transcontinental Railroad and Ogden City Politics” Utah Historical Quarterly 42 

(Summer 1974). 

Kraus, George. “Chinese Laborers and the Construction of the Central Pacific” Utah Historical Quarterly 37 

(1969). 

Lavender, David. The Great Persuader (1970). 

Le Massena, R. A. Colorado's Mountain Railroads 5 vols (1963-1968) Note: Includes Bingham & Camp Floyd 

Railroad, Copper Belt Railroad, Rio Grande Western Railway Company, Denver & 

Rio Grande Railroad, Salt Lake & Eastern Railroad, Salt Lake & Fort Douglas Railroad, San 

Pete Valley Railroad, Spring Canyon Coal Company Railroad, Uintah Railroad, Utah Central Railroad, 

Utah & Pleasant Valley Railroad. 

Madsen, Brigham D. Corrine: The Gentile Capital of Utah (1980). 

Madsen, Brigham D. and Betty M. Madsen. “Corinne, the Fair: Gateway to Montana Mines” Utah Historical 

Quarterly 37 (Winter 1969). 

Mann, David H. “The Undriving of the Golden Spike” Utah Historical Quarterly 37 (Winter 1969). Miller, Eugene 

A. Railroad 1869: Along the Historic Union Pacific (2009). 

Miner, H. Craig. The St. Louis-San Francisco Transcontinental Railroad: The Thirty-Fifth Parallel Project, 1853-

1900 (1972). 

O'Neil, Hugh F. “List of Persons Present, Promontory, Utah, May 10, 1869” Utah Historical Quarterly 24 (1956). 

Perkins, J. R. Trails, rails, and War: the Life of General G. M. Dodge (1929). 

Riegol, Robert. The Story of the Western Railroads (1926). 

Roberts, Richard C. “Railroad Depots in Ogden: Microcosms of a Community” Utah Historical Quarterly 53 

(Winter 1985). 

Sorensen, Philip E. “The Utah Idaho Central Railroad” Utah Historical Quarterly 9 (July-October 1941). 

Stewart, John J. The Iron Trail to the Golden Spike (1994). 

Strack, Don. Bingham Canyon Railroads (2011). 

Strack, Don. Ogden rails: A History of Railroads at the Crossroads of the West (2005). 

Terry, Jeff, et. al. The Un-driving of the Golden Spike (2013). 

Trottman, Nelson. History of the Union Pacific: A Financial and Economic Survey (1966). 

Utley, Robert M. “The Dash to Promontory” Utah Historical Quarterly 29 (April 1961). 



Williams, John Hoyt. A Great and Shining Road: The Epic Story of the Transcontinental Railroad (1996). 

Wilson, O. Meredith. The Denver and Rio Grande Project, 1870-1901, A History of the First Thirty Years of the 

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (1981). 

 

Reading list – Chuck Milliken 

Rails and Trails- confluence and impacts at Crossroads of the West. 

The auto tour route interpretive guide for Utah provides a brief background history of the three national 

historic trails in northern Utah, directions for getting around, and a listing of interpretive sites on the trails. 

Other guides for nearby states include Nevada, Idaho, & Wyoming.  Chuck Milliken 

The native populations which will cover pre-Fremont, Fremont, Shoshone 

Ancient Peoples of the Great Basin & Colorado Plateau, by Steven R. Simms.  This isn't a heavily academic 
tome; it's engaging and easy to read.  Lee Kreutzer 

Prehistory of Echo Canyon, Summit County Utah.    This unwritten history has been documented by over 25 

known prehistoric sites in the Echo Canyon area.   By Mark Stuart 

Application of Historic Documents and Geomorphology to the Understanding of Nineteenth Century Landscape 

Change of the Bear River Valley, Franklin County, Idaho, https://www.researchgate.net/ Ken Cannon 

Traces of the Fremont by Dr. Steven R. Simms and a UofU Anthropological. the University  of Utah Press, Salt 

Lake City. By Mark Stuart 

Paper 98 entitled Prehistory of Utah and the Eastern Great Basin by Dr Jess Jennings. University of Utah Press, 

Salt Lake City. Mark Stuart. 

Sagwitch: Shoshone Chieftain, Mormon Elder 1822-1887, Christensen, Scott R. (1999) by Paula Watkins  

Newe Hupia: Shoshoni Poetry Songs,  Crum, Beverly and Earl; Dayley, Jon P.  (2001) by Paula Watkins  

Shoshone Ghost Dance Religion: Poetry Songs and Great Basin Context, Vander, Judith   (1997) by Paula 
Watkins  

Basin-Plateau Aboriginal Sociopolitical Groups, Steward, Julian H   (1938) by Paula Watkins. 
 
Railroad and aspects of the Transcontinental Railroad. 

The Archaeology of Chinese Railroad Workers in Utah: Results of Surveys in Box Elder and Emery Counties, 

Kenneth P. Cannon et.al.  USUAS Special Report Number 2 Utah State Project Report Number U15UJ0417 b 

September 2016 

The Un-Driving of the Golden Spike, 80 pages South Platte Press, P.O. Box 163, David City, NE 68632 

https://www.researchgate.net/

